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Our Vision: 
We are Christ Followers who 

are seeking to transform our 

community by serving those 

with physical and emotional 

needs while sharing the love 

of Jesus. 

 The Community Clothesline will be holding the backpack giveaway on 

August 18th!  It is amazing how God has taken the humble beginning of this 

ministry and allowed us to give backpacks full of back to school supplies to 

close to 200 people right here in Neoga! 

―Help is not help until it is given, so turn your intentions to help into acts of 

help. We judge ourselves by our intentions, but others judge us by our actions.‖ 

– Lee Colan 

Right here at home we have a chance to let others judge us by our actions.  Peo-

ple are not projects but instead created in the image of God.  Out of utmost re-

spect to God, we must respond to the needs of others.  Here is a great chance 

with our backpack giveaway!  We are still in need of quite a few things that you 

can donate!  Socks, underwear, tennis shoes for P .E. , notebooks, pencils, eras-

ers, etc.  Check out the Neoga school list and buy one of each item for your stu-

dent and one for the backpack giveaway!  Bring all donations to the church and 

place them in the black cart that we have in the foyer.  If you are able to physi-

cally help with the giveaway or help with our clothing giveaway on August 25th 

please call Amy Baker at 217-237-2018 or the church office at 895-3930.   

Jesus states in Matthew 10:42, ―…whoever gives one of these little ones even 

a cup of cold water because he is a disciple; truly, I say to you, he will by no 

means lose his reward.‖  There are two interesting points I would like to point 

out about this text.  First of all, ―even a cup of cold water‖ – even some of the 

most simple things we do for others in need is God-worthy.   

Continued on  Page 3 (Prayer Page). 



 

 

What is worship?  It’s so difficult to nail down a definition, and as you know, we’ve been discussing it for the last 

few months among the elders, staff, praise team, and congregation.  Putting it quite simply, we believe worship to be 

any time that we humbly bow before God in recognition of His incredible power, wisdom, and grace.  Worship is 

when we show Jesus how much we love Him, how grateful we are to Him.  Sometimes we do this through song, 

sometimes in prayer, in speaking God’s Word back to Him in agreement…The list could go on and on.  Every indi-

vidual has multiple modes of expressing love to Christ, and we believe that there are also multiple ways to express 

this love corporately. 

 

I have to admit, it’s not easy being in front of the church to lead worship.  It is so humbling because I know that I’m 

definitely not worthy of leading, often wondering if I’m doing it the ―right‖ way.  I have to remind myself that there 

is not just one ―right‖ way to worship God.  I can’t focus on who is listening to my voice (cracking or on key) or my 

attempt at playing the guitar (feeble at best).  Lately, God has been speaking to my heart about getting rid of the 

pride that comes with worrying about what others think.  I have to let go of myself and simply respond to Him.  

When I forget about the technical side of things and how we’re sounding, I am free to worship Jesus for Who He is.  

And I just love to hear others joining in!  During a worship service, I truly believe that Jesus is honored when we 

come together under the same banner of love.  There is such reverence when God’s people recognize in one voice 

that ―His love endures forever,‖ or pray together ―Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done.‖  It doesn’t really matter 

what song we sing or what passage of Scripture we read together, but that we express our love somehow.  Inside the 

walls of our church should be a teeny tiny glimpse of what is to come when we worship God in the fullness of His 

glory in heaven. 

 

As we strive to show God our love, I am praying (along with the rest of the staff and elders) that we will have unity 

among our body as we worship the one true God and His Christ.  For the full statement on what we believe about 

worship, visit fccneoga.org. Click on ―Get to Know Us‖ and then on ―Sunday Morning Worship.‖ 

 
Katy—Worship Director 

Vacation Bible School  is just around the corner!!!   Bring your 

kids, neighborõs kids, cousins, brothers and sisters!   We will 

spend the week learning how to Go Lead like Gideon, Go Risk 

like Esther, Go Tell about Jesus, Go Obey lie the apostles, and 

finally to Go Serve our Great God!!!    Registration is available online at 

fccneoga.org (just follow the links!), by stopping by the church, calling 

895-3930 or by showing up!!!   Come on down!  You donõt want to miss 

it!! 

 

Interested in helping?  Donõt worry if you didnõt make it to a meeting!   

Just show up and I can find a place for you to serve!  The more helping, 

the more fun!!!  Donõt miss out!! 

 

Have a super week!  

Joshua 1:9  Here is what I am commanding you to do.  Be strong and 

brave.  Do not be terrified.  Do not lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I 

will be with you everywhere you go!  
Sharla Hansen ñChildrenõs Director 

Your Directorsõ  Notes... 
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Secondly, ―because he is a disciple‖ refers to our motivation 

or where we are coming from when we give.  There are many 

people to might seek to help others but what is your motiva-

tion?  Is it because you are a disciple of Jesus Christ?  There is 

something powerful about giving in the name of Jesus!  Let us 

seek to give even cold water in the name of Jesus!  A simple 

gift we can give is clothing and school supplies.  The economy 

may be poor but we sure do not have to allow it to affect our 

hearts.    

 

Vacation Bible School is August 3-7th from 6:30pm to 8pm 

every evening.  This is your call!!! Bring kids to VBS!  

Whether you are a parent, grandparent, neighbor or a friend, 

load up the mini-van, scooter, SUV or Yugo and come!  The Go-Studios of our VBS will be presenting a great Game Show 

theme with your host Wade Winalot!  You do not want to miss the action kids!  Parents are welcome to stay with their chil-

dren!  Register for free online right now at www.fccneoga.org or fill out a registration form which is found on our welcome 

center counter.  VBS will be starting right on time at 6:30pm so make sure you are there early!   

Darin Hansen 

  Pray Continually for All Things     
 

In each weekly bulletin and each monthly newsletter, we list those 

needing prayer.  Remember to include these in your daily prayers.    

 

OUR PRAYER LIST:   Please feel free to add anyone you 

wish to our prayer list located at the Welcome Center in the 

foyer.  

Prayer Requests:   

Tammy Bishop- Member of ladies bible study, was pregnant 

and lost the baby. 

Don Scoles– Good News, on medication and wait 4 mos for 

results. 

Dennis Drummond– spiritual issues. 

Sue Newport– recovery from heart by-pass. 

Bob Myers– at home recovering from knee replacement. 

Maxine Sentel’s sister Barbara multiple surgeries. 

Jerry Sansone– losing battle with health concerns. 

Wreatha Peters– Pray for God’s mercy. 

Carolyn Gast’s mother in hospice. 

Mike Nugent– Prayer for healing infection in knee &  

physical therapy. 

Dallas Young– continual health concerns. 

Marie Hansen– Complications with diabetes. 

Unity Project– In paper work process, pray that will move 

efficiently so construction can begin. 

Loyd Stivers– anemia and cancer treatments. 

Winnie Whitley– Denise Coen’s mother recovery from  

cataract surgery. 

Chris McClure & Blaine Price– strength for overcoming. 

Teresa Hasket’s brother recovering from open heart surgery. 

 

Remember our men and women serving in the military, 

including:  

Philip Pennington, Aaron Feldman, Greg Strong, Todd 

Rauch, Clayton Byford,  Marion Tabbert, Trisha Keagle, 

Chris  Morrison,  Josh Herring,  Randy Lane, Ryan Apke, 

Tyler Briggerman, Ryan Miah, Brandon Systo and Alicia 

Rickelman. 

 

Our Church Missions: 

Team Expansion—Jonathan and Hannah Wier 

Neoga Food Pantry 

Oblong Children’s Home 

Oil Belt Christian Service Camp 

Heartland Christian Village 

Community Clothesline 

Local Benevolence 

The Prayer Pageé 

David’s Prayer 

 

 King David was a guy with family problems, as 

well as spiritual ups and downs.  When he or his children 

sinned, they inevitably reaped the consequences of their 

wrong choices. Yet, even with his troubles, David was 

called ―a man after (God’s) own heart‖ (1Sam. 13:14). 

 

 Obviously, David had experienced God’s love 

and forgiveness often enough that he felt confident in his 

prayer. In 2 Samuel, he boldly asked God to Bless his 

family: ―O sovereign Lord, you are God! Your words are 

trustworthy, and you have promised good things to your 

servants.  Now be pleased to bless the house of your ser-

vant‖  (2  Sam. 7:28-29). 

 

 The New Testament also encourages us to 

―approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we 

may receive mercy and find grace in our time of 

need.‖ (Hebrews 4:16).  Like David, we can ask God to 

protect and bless our families.  Through Christ, we have 

the freedom to approach God’s throne in prayer with con-

fidence. 

 

Joe Briggerman 

http://www.fccneoga.org


 

 

The Evangel Bulletin Board 

Neoga Food Pantry  

  

August: Bar Soap  

Needs: 
Socks, underwear, sports bras 

Back packs 

Jeans 

P. E. Shoes 

Laminated folders 

1‖ binders 

Quart and Gallon Ziploc bags 

Compass & Protractor 

Texas Instruments Calculator 

(TI30XIIS) 

 

Back -to -School Give -a-way  

August 18th  

6:30 pm  

VBS Cookie Time… 

 

Several people signed up to make 

cookies for VBS but there are still 

opening on the list.  

 This is just one of the many ways 

we can show Christ’s love to the 

children and families of Neoga.  Help us fill the list on 

Sunday! There are openings on each day Mon (8/2)—

Thurs. (8/6).  Thanks. 

VBS Special Offerings: 

Sunday, Aug 2: VBS Offering to cover costs of VBS 

 

Our Missionaries for our VBS week are Jonathan & 

Hannah Wier who are Team Expansion missionaries 

in inner city Cincinnati, Ohio.   Sunday August 9 will 

be the VBS Program and a free will offering will be 

taken for Jonathon & Hannah’s work.  Please make-

checks to FCC with Team Expansion or VBS Missions 

in memo or Team Expansion not to Jonathan or Han-

nah Wier. 

 

Mark your calendars for  

Sunday September 13th. 

 

Sunday morning will be  

an introduction to the new  

Sunday School Electives Program  

that will begin on Sept 20. 

 

On Sunday Evening will be a special 

treat for the whole familyé 

Holy Hands Ministries will present a 

concert at 6:30 pm. 



 

 

Mr. Crossman goes to Indianapolis 

 

 Probably by now most of you have heard about my plans to move back to Indianapolis in September.  

If you haven’t I made the announcement on Sunday July 19 that I am resigning from my position and my last 

official Sunday is September 13. 

 This decision probably isn’t a surprise to many people.  Since my fiancé, my entire family, and my fi-

ancé’s entire family all live in Indianapolis it makes sense.  I know a lot of people don’t live anywhere near 

their families and there might come a day where Breanne and I live somewhere else.  However, we both agree 

that for the beginning of our marriage we would like to live close to our families. 

 I want to make sure that people know that my leaving has nothing to do with any problems or personal 

issues I have with the church or staff.  Actually this last year has been my best year here and overall these last 

5 years in Neoga have been really wonderful.    So many of my friends have been in churches where they were 

they were run into the ground.  Some of them aren’t in ministry anymore, but my life in Neoga has been the 

exact opposite.  I have received so much love and support from this congregation that some people don’t be-

lieve me when I tell them about it.  Plus 5 years ago I never thought I’d get used to living in a small town.  

Now I really like it and I’m going to miss it a lot.  I’m also not leaving because some better job opportunity 

has come along.  In the past few years I’ve turned down several job offers, but right now there is nothing else 

on the horizon.  My next job will probably not be in ministry.  In fact I don’t know what my next job will be so 

if you would pray for me to find a job I would really appreciate it. 

 We’ve started the process of looking for a new youth minister and we’ve had several résumés turned in 

already.  We hope to be close to finding my replacement, if we haven’t found that person already, by the time I 

leave.  We are all praying for this and I would like to ask you to pray for it also.  We are going to find the best 

person possible for this job.  They will be a lot different from me probably, I hope so cause one me is more 

than enough, and they will do things differently from the way I did them.  I know this congregation will show 

them the same love and support that it has shown me.  Whoever ends up in this job is going to be really lucky. 

 I want to thank everyone again for all the love you’ve shown me since I’ve been here.  You have really 

made me feel welcome and like I was part of a family. 

 

M@ 

 

Youth Announcements 

 

August 5th  No youth Group (VBS) 

August 12th  Mystery Dinner 6-9pm 

 

August 14th  Jr. High and High School Canoe Trip.  You must preregister by August 7th.  The cost is $11.00. 

  We will leave at 6:30 am. 

 

August 19th  Band Night 6:30-9 



 

 

August 2009  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

      1 

2 Family Sunday 

VBS Offering 

6:30 pm Ladies Bible  

Study & HS Bible Study 

3 4 

 

9 am Heartland 

Volunteers 

5 

 

 
 

No Youth Group 

6 

 

 

11 am Prayer 
 

7 8 

9  VBS Program & 

 VBS Missions Offering 

5 pm Financial Board  

6:30 pm   Ladies Bible 

Study & HS bible Study 

10 11 

 

 

 

7 pm Prayer 

12 

 

 

6 pm Mystery 

Dinner 

13 

 

11 am Prayer 

14 

 

6:30 am Canoe 

Trip 

15 

16 

  

6:30 HS Bible Study 

17 18 

 

6:30 Back-to-

School Give-a-

way 

19 

 

 

6:30 pm Band 

Night 

20 

11 am Prayer 

21 22 

23 

 

6:30 HS Bible Study 

24 25 

8:15 am ACTS 
9:30 am Evangel Mail-

ing 

6 pm Back-to-School 
Clothing 

26 

 

 

No Youth Group 

27 

11 am Prayer 

28 29 

30  

10 am Worship in the 

Park & Family Picnic 

6:30 HS Bible Study 

 

31      

We pray in thanksgiving for the following birthdays and anniversaries.  If your name or 

someone you love has been left off please call the church office. 

August Anniversaries  

 

Bill & Julie Fritcher  8/06 

Chris &  Penny Hill   8/09 

Jerry & Phyllis Krueger 8/09 

Bruce & Susie Carruthers 8/10 

Bob & June Myers  8/10 

Bob & Sharna Schwindt 8/12 

Joe & Theresa Hughes  8/20 

Ellis & Peggy Frailey  8/22 

Robert & Sharon Burgess 8/26 

Gary & Barb Wright  8/30 

August Birthdays  

David Coen   8/06 

Brendon Groves 8/06 

Tom Kenworthy 8/07 

Bruce Carruthers 8/08 

Penny Walk   8/08 

Bill Kentworthy  8/09 

Hannah Fritcher 8/10 

Roger Banks   8/13 

Art Walk    8/13 

 

Steve Maroon  8/18 

Penny Hill    8/19 

Helen Bridges  8/20 

Sue Potter   8/22 

Joe Briggerman  8/24 

Bob Starwalt   8/24 

Sharon Burgess  8/26 

Lee Lindsey   8/28 

 

VBS 6:30—8:00 pm 



 

 

     People in Service August 2009 

Meet & Greet:  

 

August 2 John & Mary Ann Wilson 

August 9 Wilma Burton 

August 16 Harry & Judy Starwalt 

August 23 Ronnie & Sara Groves 

August 30 Fontella Waddell 

 

Nursery Helpers: 

 

August 2 Pam Moore & Reeni Letizia 

August 9 Ann Conn & Joann Miller 

August 16  Pam Storm & Amanda Baker 

August 23 Linda & Heather Baker 

August 30 At the Park 

   

Wee Worship Helpers: 

Sara Groves 

  

Would you like to be a person in service?   

If so contact the church office at 895-3930.    

August 2 
 Barry Conn 

Tony Hendren 

Paul Lake 

Zach Letizia 

Doug Moore 

Terry Miller 

Doug Miller 

Larry Moore 

 

August 9 
Monte Page 

Randy Rennels 

Reggie Rennels 

Austin Robinson 

Richard Russell 

Bob Schwindt 

Harry Starwalt 

Chad Walk 

 

August 16 

Doug Baker 

Dave Coen 

Don Coen 

Barry Conn 

Matt Frankie 

Tony Hendren 

Paul Lake 

Art Walk 

Communion Prep:  

Charlotte Orr  

Elders  

Doug McClure 

John Letizia 

 

Sound System: 

August 2 Don Coen 

August 9 Brianna Baker 

August 16 Brianna Baker 

August 23 Larry Moore 

August 30 Larry Moore 

Video System: 

August 2 Walt Altman 

August 9 Doug Moore 

August 16 Doug Moore 

August 23 Matt Frankie 

August 30 Matt Frankie 

 

 

August 23 
Zach Letizia 

Doug Moore 

Terry Miller 

Larry Moore 

Monte Page 

Randy Rennels 

Reggie Rennels 

Austin Robinson 

 

August 30 
Doug Baker 

Dave Coen 

Doug Moore 

Richard Russell 

Bob Schwindt 

Harry Starwalt 

Chad Walk 

Art Walk 

 

Communion Servers 

July 2009 7/5 7/12 7/19 7/26 

Worship 156 184 191 183 

Sunday School 66 61 58 71 

Church Offering $3969.00 $3207.79 $2901.72 $3253.40 

Sunday School Offering $17.50 $23.25 $24.68 

 

$9.00 

Building Fund 0 0 0 $898 

Designated Fund  $17(workbooks) 
 

 $60.00(fuel) 

Total $3986.50 $3248.04 $2926.40 $4220.40 

 The Vital Signs of a Healthy Church  



 

 

Sunday School 9:00am 

Worship Service 10:00am 

Darin Hansen, Preacher 

Matt Crossman, Youth Pastor 

Sharla Hansen, Children’s Director 

Katy Frankie, Worship Director 

P O Box 156 

190 E. 6th St.                    

Neoga, Illinois 62447       

217-895-3930     

www.fccneoga.org 

Items for the September Evangel should be in the office by noon Tues-
day August 25.  Feel free to e -mail items to office@fccneoga.org ñ or 
drop items off at the church office.  Thanks!  
 

Do You Know Someone Who Wants to Receive the Evangel?  

If you are aware of someone who would like to receive the Evangel, 

please notify our office and give us the full name and address so we can 

include the person in our next mailing. You can contact us by phone at 

895-3930 or website www.fccneoga.org 

 

Thank you lovely ladies for your help getting  

this Evangel out!!!  

If you would be willing to receive the evangel by email to save mailing expenses, please email office at  

office@fccneoga.org.  If you no longer wish to receive the Evangel, please email or call at 895-3930. 


