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Our Mission: 
FCC exists to Win  people to 

Christ, Grow them in Christ and 

Send them out for Christ all for 

the glory of God. 
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January 2010 

Our Vision: 
We are Christ Followers who 

are seeking to transform our 

community by serving those 

with physical and emotional 

needs while sharing the love 

of Jesus. 

Sunday School 9:00am 

Worship Service 10:00am 

Darin Hansen, Preacher 

Brian Swope, Student Minister 

Sharla Hansen, Children‘s Director 

Katy Frankie, Worship Director 

Sunday Nights in 2010 will kick off with programming for the whole family! 

Starting January 10th we will be open for a simple come when you want meal from 5:15pm-

6:00pm.  You don‘t have to cook on Sunday evening! 

Following the meal at 6pm we will have opportunities for Bible Study for men, women, 

students and Hoopla for kids!  Nursery will also be provided.  What we are asking is for 

you and/or your family to make this a priority for the new year.  The studies will be chal-

lenging and the kids time will be a lot of fun! 

Ladies‘ Bible Study – Bad Girls of the Bible, Liz Curtis Higgs 

Men‘s Bible Study – Biblical Leadership – a challenge to men to take leadership at home, 

church and in the community 

Student‘s Bible Study – see Brian‘s column 

Hoopla! – see Sharla‘s column 

 

A NOTE FOR MEN: 

Someone needs to sound the horn for Christian men to become fighters for our ethics, our 

families, our community!  It is time to step up and really take a hard look at ourselves and 

how we might become the men God wants us to be.  ALL men in our church are not only 

invited but STRONGLY encouraged to attend these 11 – 1 hour sessions.  

Gentlemen, if I have never asked for a tremendous commitment, I am asking now!  I chal-

lenge all of our men to attend this study on Biblical Leadership.  You owe it to your wives, 

your children, but especially your relationship with Jesus.  The study is intensive but only 

an hour long from 6pm-7pm on Sunday nights.  The course will go for 11 weeks with a 

Super Bowl party on February 7th and end before Easter Sunday.  A major challenge is 

coming our way and we need to be prepared…come and find out what I am talking about 

men.  If you don‘t do anything else in this church – now is the time.  This is it – 11 weeks – 

solid bible study and great fellowship with other men.  Sign up today to order a study 

book…if you don‘t have the money…still order one – we will buy it for you.  No ex-

cuses…we have a ladies‘ bible study running the same time for your wife/girlfriend, bible 

study running the same time for your teen, Hoopla for your elementary children and a nurs-

ery for your toddlers and infants.  Be a Spiritual Man…bring your whole family to Sunday 

Night Bible Studies. 

 

Elective Classes: 

January 3rd will kick off our new elective classes for the next 6 weeks in Adult Sunday 

School.  So far, we have received great positive feedback concerning the elective classes so 

we are looking forward to continuing them for the year of 2010. All adults and Jrs./Srs. In 

high school are encouraged to sign up for a class anytime before January 3rd.  The sign ups 

help us with determining classroom space.  Here is the rundown of the next elective ses-

sion: 

Acts 6-11 – The Acts class will continue as we work through the next few 

chapters.  Matt Frankie will be leading this class into the topics and 

events that Luke writes about in this history book.  The history of the 

apostles and the early church helps us uncover what was important to 

Christ. 

How to Study the Bible – Brian Swope will be leading this class, delving into 

a step by step approach to studying the Bible.  This class promises to be 

very practical! 

The Prophets – Have you ever read the OT prophet books?  You know, the 

ones with names you can‘t pronounce?  Darin will be leading an over-

view of all the OT prophets, summarizing their backgrounds and the con-

tents of each book. 

 



 

 

Memorial Poinsettias 
 

John & Florence Russell     Joe & Pat Briggerman 
Dale Briggerman 
Eleanor Stone 
 

Earl & Thelma Orr      Bob & June Myers 
         Charlotte Orr 
 

Richard Kingery       Wilma Kingery 
 

Jack Waddell       Fontella Waddell 
 

Ray & Opal Stivers      Loyd E Stivers 
Norman & Dale Evans 
 

Richard Coen       Ruth May Coen 
Kyle Coen  
 

Barbara Storm       Aubrey & Pam Storm 
Amanda Storm  
 

Joan Altman       Walt & Julie Altman 
Marjorie Workman      
 

Carl & Margaret Wilson     Larry Wilson 
 

Edna Lee        Ann & Barry Conn 
Ralph Schrader  
 

Diana        Jim & Martha Wilson 
 

Dick & Florence Patterson     Robert & Sharon Burgess 
Willis & Nellie Burgess 
 
Carroll & Gwen Mayhall     Sheri Coen 

 



 

 

   
Pray Continually for All Things     

 

In each weekly bulletin and each monthly newsletter, we list those 

needing prayer.  Remember to include these in your daily prayers.    

 

 

OUR PRAYER LIST:   Please feel free to add anyone you 

wish to our prayer list located at the Welcome Center in the 

foyer.  

Prayer Requests:   
Art Walkï recovering from injuries & blood clot 

Charlotte Orrï health concerns 

The family of Marilyn Warfel. 

Jenna Sheehanï Terry & Joann Miller‘s daughter 

pregnant & very sick 

Caroline Wagnerï baby due Dec 28th , major health 

complications. 

Vera Millerï St. Anthony‘s hospital. 

Janet Landrusï Wilma Kingery‘s daughter, recover-

ing from brain tumor surgery. 

Earston Wardï Stage 4 colon cancer, spiritual issues. 

Becci Healey– Jan 10 benefit 

Pat Briggerman– health concerns 

Donnie Blade– cancer 

Dallas Young– health concerns 

Mildred Gentry– health concerns 

 

Remember our men and women serving in the mili-

tary, including:  

Philip Pennington, Aaron Feldman, Greg Strong, 

Todd Rauch, Clayton Byford,  Marion Tabbert, 

Trisha Keagle, Chris  Morrison,  Josh Herring,  

Randy Lane, Ryan Apke, Tyler Briggerman, Ryan 

Miah, Brandon Systo and Steve & Alicia Tordoff, 

Zak Gentry. 

 

Our Church Missions: 

Neoga Food Pantry 

Oblong Children‘s Home 

Oil Belt Christian Service Camp 

Heartland Christian Village 

Community Clothesline 

Local Benevolence 

Bread Ministry 

ȹĊ± ǹȉ"ʲ±ȉ ǹ"ô±˲ 

I was very impressed by my three year old son recently as I 

was trying to teach him a very important lesson about ―stuff‖. 

There was a toy at Wal-Mart that he said he just absolutely had 

to have. Now I knew that he didn‘t really need the toy. I knew 

that he wouldn‘t even play with it for more than five minutes 

after he got it. The only thing that caused my son to want this 

toy was the fact that it was a brightly colored red and yellow 

train. Katie and I have bought Kanan trains in the past. We 

know what happens when he gets a new train and I knew that it 

was only the color that had attracted his eye. So I took the op-

portunity to teach Kanan a very important lesson. 

 

Kanan has recently been very actively praying. Every night 

before bed he likes to pray now because he knows how to pray. 

It‘s very exciting for him. One of his favorite things to pray for 

is toys. Sometimes he even asks me to pray and ask God to 

give him a certain toy. I guess if it comes from Dad, God will 

know that Kanan is serious. Well on this particular night Kanan 

wanted to pray that he would get that train. I want my son to 

know that God answers prayers, but I knew that I was not go-

ing to buy him that train. 

 

I decided that I would let God make up both of our minds. I 

told Kanan that we could pray about the train. But I also told 

him that if God wanted Kanan to have the train then it would 

still be at the store the next time we went there. I was very clear 

with Kanan that if the train wasn‘t there, then God didn‘t want 

him to have it and he would have to be okay with that. 

 

The following week we went to the store. Where did Kanan 

want to go? The toy aisle. I was afraid of two things. One, the 

train would be there and I would have to buy it. Two, the train 

would not be there and Kanan would lose it in the middle of the 

store. Then my son amazed me. The train wasn‘t there. When 

Kanan became aware of that he looked at me and said, ―I guess 

God doesn‘t want me to have the train.‖ And then we walked 

on as if it had never been discussed. 

 

Sometimes we ask God for things that we think we need, but 

really it‘s just a shiny package that loses its appeal after a short 

while. The Lord knows what we really need. That‘s why He 

tells us in James 4:3 ―When you ask, you do not receive, be-

cause you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what 

you get on your pleasures.‖ It‘s not that God doesn‘t want to 

give us the things we ask for, but sometimes we need to check 

our motives. As we conform not to this world but to the will of 

God, we will find ourselves walking step by step in His good, 

perfect and pleasing will. We will also find that as we ask God 

for the things that we need, He is always there to provide for us 

according to that wonderfully perfect will so that we will be 

lacking nothing. It‘s funny how in teaching my son that simple 

lesson, I wound up learning something myself as well.  

 

-Brian 



 

 

The Evangel Bulletin Board 

Neoga Food Pantry 
 

FCC is given an item each month that we are 

asked to provide for the monthly food baskets. 

 

Jan: Tuna 

 

Feb: Peanut Butter 

 

 

Candlelight  

Christmas Eve  

Service 

 

 

6:00 pm  

 Thursday, Dec 24  

You can help save a life this holiday 

season.  FCC is sponsoring a Blood 

Drive 

December 29 

1:00—6:00 pm 

 

Donors will receive a Casey‘s large 

pizza gift card with  help from 

Dedicated Realty. 

 

 Donors can reserve a time slot by calling the church at 895-

3930.  The American Red Cross wants our help because we 

have the best attended blood drives– Let‘s keep up the great 

response! The drive will be at  Grace United Methodist. 

Third Day    Tony Nolan  
Newsboys        Fireflight  
Newsong    Robert Pierre  
Tenth Avenue North   Revive  
Sidewalk Prophets  

 
$10 at the door  

January 23  
3:30 pmñ12:00 am  

Assembly Hall, Champaign  

 

Sunday Nights 2010 
 

Starting Jan 10 
 

5:15 Soup & Sandwiches 
6:00 pm ...  

,ÁÄÉÅÓȭ "ÉÂÌÅ 3ÔÕÄÙȡ  
  Bad Girls of the Bible, Liz Curtis Higgs 

-ÅÎȭÓ "ÉÂÌÅ 3ÔÕÄÙȡ 
  Biblical Leadership 

Student Bible Study: 
Small Group bible studies for Jr High and High School 

 
Hoopla activities and nursery for children. 

January 3  

 

New Sunday School Series :  

 

ACTS 6 -11:  

 The history of Apostles and early church. 
 -ÁÔÔ &ÒÁÎËÉÅ ÉÎ -ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ 
 
 

How to Study Bible:  

 Practical DVD series in worship center. 
 Brian Swope 
 

The Prophets:  

 Overview of major & minor prophet of OT. 
 Darin Hansen in Library. 

Thanks to all who helped with the recent 

funeral dinner.  The family greatly appre-

ciated the meal and gave many compli-

ments to our wonderful cooks.  Thank 

you for your time and efforts. 

- The Funeral Dinner Committee.  



 

 

Children‘s Ministry News 
It's hard to believe another year is ending and another beginning!  I am quite certain that time is going by much 

quicker!  Reflecting on this past year and looking ahead to the future  my initial response is Whoopla!!!  What a year of 

changes!!   I am excited about all the possibilities the new year presents...and am anxious to share them all!  But first and fore-

most,  humongous thank you to all of our dedicated children's ministry workers.  Seriously, we would have nothing with out you! 

Your dedication, enthusiasm, love, and laughter have made children's ministry a true joy!   I hope and pray that more people will 

join in on the fun of children's ministry in 2010!!   

 

Some of our upcoming programming will include:    

 

¶ Weekly Bible study for 4th and 5th graders 

¶ Hoopla!!  Sunday evening activities and fun for kids during adult study time! 

¶ Club 56@180 

¶ Special Events 

¶ Fun and Merriment!!! 

 

Come and join in on the fun! 

 

-Sharla 

  

Bible Study for 4th and 5th graders!   Calling all 4th and 5th graders:  Join Mr. and Mrs McClure on Wednesday's beginning 

January 6th,  for snacks, laughter, and most importantly, digging deep into God's Word!   Wednesday's immediately after school 

until 6pm.  Snack, study and meal provided!!!!!    You don't want to miss this!  Parent's....you absolutely don't want your kids to 

miss this!!  More specific info by calling Doug and Joni!    

 

Hoopla!!!   Beginning January 10th, bring out the kiddos while you participate in adult Bible studies!   At 5:15 the evening kicks 

of with a meal to make your life little easier, followed by programming beginning at 6 until 7pm.   A great way to finish your day 

as a family!   Kids will have fun games, devotions, crafts and lots of Hoopla!!!   Bring 'em all!!!!     Hoopla!!! 

 

Jr. Worship:  Join us Sunday mornings for a trip through the Bible in 2010!  

 

Club56@180 : Friday evening, Janurary 29th, from 6 til 9pm.   If you would like a ride, call the church by Monday, January 29th 

to reserve a seat!  If you plan on skating, make sure to visit the website 180effingham.com, to print off a waiver form.  We will 

have them available at the church to sign as well!  180 is a fabulous ministry that is blessed with a facility that screams, 

"KIDS!!!"  Video gaming stations, ping pong, indoor basketball cages, skate park, snack bar, rockin' worship bands and relevant 

speakers that hit kids STRAIGHT up with the gospel!    

Student Ministry News 
 

It‘s been a great year for everyone and an awesome past three months for me. I‘ve really enjoyed working with all the youth and 

their sponsors. We‘ve got some exciting things happening after the New Year. First of all, we‘ll be starting our new small group 

Bible studies on Sunday nights at the same time as the new adult studies. We‘re also excited to be starting a new format for our 

Wednesday night youth services as well. The new Wednesday night program will run from 6-8pm for all 7-12th graders. 

Also in January we have some special events coming up. I look forward to experiencing all that God has to offer us this New 

Year as we seek to lift up and glorify Christ in all that we do.  

 

Here‘s what‘s on the calendar for January: 

¶ Youth Group 6-8 pm:  6pm—‖Hang-out‖ time. Worship starts at 6:30 pm 

¶ Jan 10 pm: High School bible study, Nooma and Jr High bible study, Grapple. 

¶ Fri. Jan. 15th: Sr. High Worship Night (All Sr. High students invited for a night of praise and worship) 

¶ Sat. Jan. 23rd: Winter Jam (All Jr. & Sr. High students invited to take a trip to a concert in Champaign featuring such artists 

as Third Day, The Newsboys, Tenth Avenue North and more) 

 

I can‘t wait to see what God has in store for us this year! 

 

‗Till the nets are full, 

Brian 

http://180effingham.com


 

 

January Birthdays 

 
Bailey Banning 1/1 

Dalton Gebhardt 1/2 

Raymond Young 1/4 

Jared Packer  1/6 

Michael Mercier 1/6 

Jack Gilbert  1/7 

Jasmine Gast  1/8 

Teresa Haskett  1/8 

Elsie Phillips  1/8 

Amy Smith   1/8 

Mildred Gentry 1/9 
 

  

 
Kim Varner  1/9 

Andy Varner  1/11 

Kanan Swope  1/12 

Harry Starwalt  1/18 

June Myers  1/22 

Linda Hendren 1/26 

Loyd Stivers  1/28 

Emily Coen  1/29 

Linda Page  1/29 

Betty Latch  1/30 

Cheryll Gilbert 1/31 

 

January Anniversaries 
 

Bob & Shirley Starwalt 1/13 

Roy & Susie Gibson 1/25 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

     1 2 

3Family Sunday 

New Sunday School series 

begins 

2-4 pm Open gym at Mid-

dle School 

4 5 Volunteers 

at Heartland  

6 

After School 4th & 5th 

Bible Study. 

 

6:00 Youth Group 

7 
6 pmï 8pm 

Community  

Clothesline 

8 9 

102-4 pm Open gym 

4 pm Board Mtg 

5:15 Dinner 

6:00 Bible Study 

Elders Mtg After Bible st. 

11 12 

7 pm Prayer 

Committee 

13 

After School 4th & 5th 

Bible Study. 

 

6:00 Youth Group 

14 15 
 

 

Sr High Worship 

Night 

16 

17 

2-4 pm Open gym 

5:15 Dinner 

6:00 Bible Study 

18 19 20 

After School 4th & 5th 

Bible Study. 

 

6:00 Youth Group 

21 

9amï 1 pm  

Community 

Clothesline 

22 23 

3:30  Winter Jam 

Concert 

24 

2-4 pm Open gym 

5:15 Dinner 

6:00 Bible Study 

25 26 

Evangel articles 

due. 

27 

After School 4th & 5th 

Bible Study. 

 

6:00 Youth Group 

28 29 30 

31Building Fund Sun-

day 

2-4 pm Open gym 

5:15 Dinner 

6:00 Bible Study 

 
 

Evangel  

Mailing 

 

    

January 2010       



 

 

     People in Service January 2010 

Meet & Greet: 
 

Jan 3  John & Mary Ann Wilson 

Jan 10  Marian Lindley 

Jan 17  Harry & Judy Starwalt 

Jan 24  Ronnie & Sara Groves 

Jan 31  Fontella Waddell 

Nursery Helpers: 
 
Jan 3   Pam Storm/ Amanda Baker 
Jan 10  Doug Moore/ Paige Osborne 
Jan 17  Ann Conn/ Joanne Miller 
Jan 24  Linda/Heather Baker 
Jan 31  Julie Fritcher / Amy baker 
 

Wee Worship Helpers: 
 
Cheryll Gilbert 
 
  

Would you like to be a person in service?   

If so contact the church office at 895-3930.    

Jan 3 
Doug Baker 

Dave Coen 

Don Coen 

Barry Conn 

Matt Frankie 

Tony Hendren 

Harry Starwalt 

Chad Walk 

 

Jan 10 
Paul Lake 

Zach Letizia 

Doug Miller 

Terry Miller 

Doug Moore 

Larry Moore 

Monte Page 

Randy Rennels 

 

Jan 17 
Doug Baker 

Dave Coen 

Reggie Rennels 

Austin Robinson 

Richard Russell 

Bob Schwindt 

Harry Starwalt 

Chad Walk 

 

Communion Prep: 
Cathy Rennels 

Sound System: 

Jan 3  Larry Moore 

Jan 10  Larry Moore 

Jan 17  Brianna Baker 

Jan 24  Brianna Baker 

Jan 31  Don Coen 

Video System: 

Jan 3  Walt Altman 

Jan 10  Walt Altman 

Jan 17  Matt Frankie 

Jan 24  Tom Huffman 

Jan 31  Tom Huffman 

Home Communion 
 
Jan 3  Doug McClure 
  John Letizia 
Jan 10  Mike Nugent 
  Joe Briggerman 
Jan 17  Ronnie Groves 
  Brian Swope  
Jan 24  Darin Hansen 
  Doug McClure 
Jan 31  John Letizia 
  Mike Nugent 

Jan 24 

Doug Baker 

Dave Coen 

Barry Conn 

Tony Hendren 

Paul Lake 

Zach Letizia 

Larry Moore 

Doug Miller 

 

Jan 31 

Terry Miller 

Doug Moore 

Larry Moore 

Monte Page 

Randy Rennels 

Reggie Rennels 

Austin Robinson 

Richard Russell 

 

 
 
Elders  
Doug McClure 
John Letizia 

Communion Servers 

Nov/ Dec  2009 11/29 12/6 12/13 12/20 

Worship 184 192 181 200 

Sunday School 76 66 60 61 

Church Offering $2727.00 $3023.00 $3394.00 $3977.00 

Sunday School Offering 14.65 21.76 22 $11.18 

Building Fund 367.00 50 0 50.00 

Designated Fund 300.00 100.00 37.00 112.00 

Total 3408.65 3194.76 3453.00 4150.18 

 The Vital Signs of  a Healthy Church 



 

 

P O Box 156 

190 E. 6th St.                    

Neoga, Illinois 62447       

217-895-3930     

www.fccneoga.org 

Items for the February Evangel should be in the office by noon Tuesday, 
January 26.  Feel free to e -mail items to office@fccneoga.org ñ or drop 
items off at the church office.  Thanks!  
 

Do You Know Someone Who Wants to Receive the Evangel?  

If you are aware of someone who would like to receive the Evangel, 

please notify our office and give us the full name and address so we can 

include the person in our next mailing. You can contact us by phone at 

895-3930 or website www.fccneoga.org 

Thanks to all help us bring the Evangel to you.  


