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The Evangel 

Our Vision: 
We are Christ Followers who are seek-

ing to transform our community by 

serving those with physical and emo-

tional needs while sharing the love of 

Jesus. 

Looking Forward 
 
 Yogi Berra stated, ―It is tough to make predictions, especially 

about the future.‖  Brilliant, huh?  James tells us that the future is al-

ways under the direction of God and we never know what will come.  

Well, this is a Darin Hansen paraphrase of chapter 4 but he does 

stress that we should make plans only with the prayer if God is will-

ing.  As a church, it is vital for us to proceed praying if God wills we 

will make this plan or that plan.  I really believe that we are trying to 

do this very thing at FCC.  We should be committed to create new 

challenges for ourselves as a church so we might not grow compla-

cent.  There are still many who do not know Jesus in our city and 

county and there is no reason why FCC cannot be a bright light! 

The future may bring incredible challenges for us that require 

some creative thinking, planning and implementation.  We need to be 

planning to serve our community and not just our faithful within 

these walls.  How might we use our resources to the best of our abil-

ity to serve this community?  This is the question we must tackle if 

we are to be true to our mission and vision statements.  If you are un-

familiar with our mission statement it is simply to Win people to 

Christ, Grow people in Christ and Send people out for Christ all for 

the glory of God.  Our vision statement was birthed out of a process 

we called the 120 day search when our whole congregation pledged 

to pray and talk for 4 months about the direction of the church.  Here 

is the fruit of our labor:  ―We are Christ followers who are seeking to 

transform our community by serving those with physical and emo-

tional needs while showing the love of Jesus.‖  We are currently try-

ing to do just this through projects such as the food pantry, clothing 

ministry and the Unity sidewalk project.  What else does God have in 

store for us?  In what other capacities might we serve in the future?  

God willing. 



 

 

IN HONOR OF OUR FATHERS: 

 

Memories of My Dad 

 
 June is the month of Father’s Day and my Dad died 20 years ago in June so it makes this month a very 

poignant one fro me.  I would like to share some of my memories of Dad with you.  Twenty years has not less-

ened the pain of his death. 

 

 As Mom’s are the heart of the family, Dads the head of the family.  The family who has a good Christian 

man at the head of it, is indeed, a lucky one.  My Dad was not a perfect Dad Far from it.  But he was the head of 

our family.  I can’t say we got along perfectly either.  We didn’t.  In fact we clashed quite often.  Mom always 

accused me being just like him and I don’t thing she meant it as a compliment. 

 Dad didn’t become a Christian until he was converted in a small country Methodist Church at the age of 

about 34.  It changed his life and the life of our family completely.  Dad had only an 8th grade education, but he 

was an avid reader.  After he accepted Christ as his Savior he studied the Bible and soaked up every thing he read 

like a sponge.  He could converse with the most learned of men about the Bible and hold his own.  He taught Sun-

day School classes for many years and worked at anything that he thought would improve or help our church and 

community. 

 My memories of him over the years have not dimmed.  Dad was a man you didn’t forget.  He always said 

he was a ―jack of all trades and master of non.‖ I think he was.  In his early days he could pick a tune on the gui-

tar, sing, play the juice harp, the harmonica and call a square dance.  He could also dance a mean country jig. 

 When I came down with polio in 1946, Dad was the one who sat on my feet, with tears in his eyes, while 

the doctors did a spinal tap on me.  (It was done at our home).  At Christmas time when I got a furlough from the 

hospital, it was his strong arms that carried me everywhere. 

 When I was pregnant with my first child, my husband and I went to visit Mon and Dad, who at that time, 

loved about a half mile off the road and there was a deep snow on.  Being weakened by polio and heavy with 

pregnancy, I soon found I could not walk to the house.  My husband wasn't strong enough to carry me, so he 

alerted Dad who came charging out and picked me up like a baby and carried me safely the house. 

 When my youngest daughter was hurt in a car accident when she was three, I called him form the same 

place I did the ambulance.  He beat the ambulance to the hospital, but could not stand to look at her as her face 

was badly torn up. So he took charge of my two older children, crying with them as he comforted them. 

 After my oldest daughter’s marriage failed and left her with three kids to raise, Dad was always available 

to help her when I could not.  He also beat us to the hospital, again, when she was born.  Mom said he only hit the 

high spots in the road.  I think she was a little shaken up by his driving as well as having her first grandchild. 

 My son loved horses and dogs (still does) from the time he was very small so Dad bought a pony and 

taught him to ride it and saw to it that he got a loving, loyal little dog half Beagle and half Cocker Spaniel.  Tiger 

was his best friend, seeing him through high school, military service and the beginning of married life. 

 Dad was also an avid picture taker and for years was the official photographer for all weddings, new ba-

bies, holidays and other special events in our family until his knees got so bad he could not stand long enough to 

take the kind of pictures he wanted. 

 After he became a Christian we never ate a meal at his house or anywhere he was present, without giving 

thanks to the Lord.   He was a respected and depended upon man by everyone who knew him, but everyone also 

knew you didn’t give him any lip. 

 I enjoyed getting a rare change to talk to Dad alone.  We talked politics, family, church and religion, fi-

nances and retirement among many other topics.  One day when we were discussing religion, he told me that 

sometimes when he was in the bedroom praying (his prayer closet) he could feel the presence of the Lord in the 

room with him.  He seemed awed and humbled by that.  I knew then, beyond a doubt, that Dad was a born again 

Christian and THAT humbled me. 

 There are all kinds of Dads no two alike.  My prayer is you all have good memories of your Dads and, if 

you a guy, you live you life so YOUR children will have them too. 

 

VJM 

 

  

 

  



 

 

  Pray Continually for All Things     
 

In each weekly bulletin and each monthly newsletter, we list those 

needing prayer.  Remember to include these in your daily prayers.    

 

OUR PRAYER LIST:   Please feel free to add any-

one you wish to our prayer list located at the Welcome Cen-

ter in the foyer.  

Prayer Requests:   

Rick Starwalt– pneumonia / other infection in  

hospital in Springfield. 

Don Scoles– test on kidney. 

Richard Russell– awaiting tests. 

George Brazelton– tests in Champaign 6/1. 

Diane Richardson– multiple health concerns. 

Braden Eaton– tube surgery to restore hearing. 

April Eaton– thyroid disease and ill from medica-

tions. 

Mark & Jennifer Bettinger and twins Samuel and 

Hannah- The twins were born 2 1/2 months early. 

(Jennifer is Pam King’s daughter.) 

Wreatha Peters– Darin’s grandmother is at Heart-

land after surgery for broken hip. 

Pat (Stilabower) Altman– cancer and facing sur-

gery. 

Doris King– waiting for results of cancer treat-

ments. 

Loyd Stivers– Tests this week to check cancer treat-

ment progress. 

 

All military personnel and their families, & our 

Countries Leaders.   

 

Remember our men and women serving in the 

military, including:  

Philip Pennington, Aaron Feldman, Greg Strong, 

Todd Rauch, Clayton Byford,  Marion Tabbert, 

Trisha Keagle, Chris  Morrison,  Josh Herring,  

Randy Lane, Ryan Apke,  Tyler Briggerman, Ryan 

Miah, Jacob Latch, Brandon Systo and Alicia Rick-

elman. 

 

Our Church Missions: 
Christian Campus House (EIU) 

Oblong Christian Children’s Home 

Heartland Christian Village 

Neoga Community Food Pantry 

Oil Belt Christian Service Camp and children’s 

 camp scholarships 

St Louis Christian College 

Team Expansion—Jonathan & Hannah Wier  

Community Clothesline 

Local Benevolence 

 

The Prayer Page… 

Becoming Best Friends of God 

 

 You will never grow a close relationship with 

God by just attending church once a week or even 

having a daily quiet time.  Friendship with God is built 

by sharing all your life experiences with him. 

 It is important to establish a habit of a daily 

devotional time with God, but he wants more than an 

appointment in your schedule.  He wants to be in-

cluded in every activity, every conversation, every 

problem, and even every thought.  You can carry on a  

continuous, open-ended conversation with him 

through out your day, talking with him about whatever 

you are doing or thinking at the that moment.  

“Praying without ceasing” means conversing with God 

while shopping, deiving, working or performing any 

other everyday task. 

 Everything you do can be “spending time with 

God” if he is invited to be a part of it and you stay 

aware of his presence. 

JLB 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH HAS RECORD 

MONTH: 

 

 The Christian Church had one of the 

greatest months in its history in Neoga during 

March. 

 Five people made the confession and 

were baptized, and seven place their fellowship 

with the church during the month. 

 The revival attendance was the best 

ever.  A record breaking number of 445 people 

attend Bible School on Easter Sunday, with 

373 attending with worship service. 

 The Bible School Averaged 302, 

Morning Worship, 246, and the Sunday eve-

ning services had more than 100 average dur-

ing the month. 

 

 

Excerpt from 1964 newspaper about March of 

1964. 

 

Ask someone who attended in March 1964 

what it was like to have Sunday School of 445 

attending in the ―old building.‖ 

 



 

 

The Evangel Bulletin Board 

Neoga Food Pantry 
FCC food of the month: 

JUNEς Peanut Butter 

FCC will have a float in the Neoga Days 

Parade on June 20.  Be watching the bulle-

tin for more information. We will be need-

ing volunteers to walk/ride with the float 

and getting it ready for the parade.  

VBS 2009  

August 3 ñ7 

Frozen Custard at Neoga Days: 

 

The Youth will have a Culverõs Custard stand under the 

pavilion at Neoga Days.  The funds will be used for the 

Youth conference trips to Kentucky Christian University.  

Be sure to let Matt know your favorite flavors and maybe 

they can be available in Neoga. 

The youth have another service 

project/ fund raiser during Neoga 

Days—trash clean-up.  If anyone 

is available to help with the  

clean-up, please contact Matt or 

sign-up at the Welcome Center. 

June 7th at 6:30 pm 

 

First Sunday for the Ladies Bible Study: “Jesus, 

the one and only.”  Contact the office, of-

fice@fccneoga.org or 895-3930, if you need 

a workbook. 

FCC is hosting a Blood Drive 

On June 16 at the Municipal 

Building from 2 pm until 7 pm. 

Each year the Missouri-Illinois Blood Service Region of the 

American Red Cross distributes approximately 248,00 pints of 

blood to patients in need.  To do that the Red Cross must count 

on blood donors in 122 counties every day.  Your single blood 

donation can help save up to three hospital patients’ lives.  

And yet only five percent of eligible donors give.  Blood is 

constantly needed. Please donate.  Free Casey’s pizza coupons 

will be given to donors. 

Neoga Days Pie Stand: 

We have evening shift on 

Saturday, June 20. Bring 

pies to park at 5 pm.  



 

 

Summer is Here 
 

 I don’t know about you, but when stuff piles up I get kind of distressed.  I look at my pile of 

things to do and it looks so big and difficult that I don’t even know where to begin.  In fact my impulse 

is to just push it all off into the trash and forget about the whole thing.  Now I know that this won’t 

work.  The stuff will still be there and in the end it will be even harder to finish than it was before.  Still 

I have that feeling every time I get overwhelmed. 

 I think for a lot of people when they deal with the questions of Heaven and Hell, God or no 

God, to follow Christ or not to follow people many times feel overwhelmed.  They see the mountain 

that is their lives and think ―I can’t get over this.‖  They see the obstacles created by their sin and they 

think ―I can’t take care of this.‖  In the end people want to just push their problems under the rug, out 

of sight and out of mind, in order to help themselves feel better.  But just like my pile of stuff the prob-

lems are still there and eventually we have to deal with them.  Both church goers and no non church 

goers do this and I think the reason why is that deep down we don’t trust that Jesus will take care of it 

for us.  Or maybe we don’t want to admit defeat and humble ourselves in such a way that we have to 

rely on someone else.   

 I know that I am guilty of both of those things, but the Bible reminds me that I not only must 

rely on God, but that He wants me to.  God desires my reliance on Him.  As it says in Matthew 11:28  

―Come to me, all who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and 

learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke 

is easy and my burden is light.‖ 

 Whenever I get backed up on things and I finally break into getting them done I find myself 

wishing that I had started on getting stuff done a long time ago.  It’s the same with God. When we fi-

nally do humble ourselves enough to submit to His will we find ourselves wishing we had done it a 

long time ago.  I’m not saying this to make you feel guilty, but to help push you to not wait any longer.  

Don’t push the pile of your life aside, take the time now to ask for God’s help and leading in your life.   

 

M@ 

 

 

Youth Announcements 

  

High School Small Group every Sunday this month at 6:30 

June 3rd No Youth Group 

June 10th Youth Group will be at the park and we will be doing worship from 6:30 to 7:30 

June 17th We will be going bowling at K bowl in Effingham.  We will leave the church at 6 and return at 9.  

You will need to bring 6 dollars.   

June 24th We will be headed to Pank’s Pizza in Greenup.  We will leave at 6pm and return around 9pm.  

You will need to bring 5 dollars.   

 



 

 

We pray in thanksgiving for the following birthdays and anniversaries.  If your name or 

someone you love has been left off please call the church office. 

June Anniversaries 

 

Lloyd & Teresa Haskett  6/2 
Alan & Linda Baker  6/3 
Jim & Jane Baker  6/8 
David & Sheri Coen  6/8 

June Birthdays 

Linda Baker   6/1 
Lloyd Haskett  6/2 
Sharna Schwindt 6/2 
Matt Crossman  6/3 
Amy Kenworthy  6/5 
Kierstan Roe   6/8 
Tyler Szatkowski 6/8 
Liz Dole   6/9 
Elane Mattson  6/11 
Emmaly Mattson 6/11 
Fontella Waddell 6/11 
Joann Burton   6/12 

Carolyn Gast   6/12 
Allene Young   6/13 
Devyn Packer  6/14 
Jeremy Nugent  6/15 
Aubrey Storm   6/18 
Janette Maroon  6/21 
Darlene Albin  6/24 
Bob Potter   6/28 
Kalie Groves   6/29 
Darin Hansen  6/29 
Vickie Erwin   6/30 
Taylor Gebhardt 6/30 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 8:45-Noon: 

Volunteers at 

Clothesline 

2 Cooks at Camp 

Heartland Volun-

teers 

3 

 

No Youth Group 

4 11 am  Prayer Mtg 

6 pm-8pm: Commu-

nity Clothesline 

5 6 

7 

 

6:30 pm  Ladies Bible 

Study 

8 9 

 

7 pm Prayer Com-

mittee Mtg 

10 

1 pm Ladies Aid 

6:30 pm Worship 

at the Park 

11 

11 am Prayer Mtg 

12 13 

9 am Elder’s Mtg 

14 

5:00 pm Financial 

Board Mtg 

6:30 pm  Ladies Bible 

Study 

15 16 

2 pm– 7pm 

Blood Drive 

17 

 

6-9 pm– Youth 

Group bowling 

18 9am-1pm  Com-

munity Clothesline 

11 am Prayer Mtg 

19 20 

3 pm Brady / 

Plummer Wedding 

21 “Father’s Day” 

Budget to Congrega-

tion 

6:30 pm  Ladies Bible 

Study 

22 23 

July Evangel  

Articles Due 

24 

 

 

6-9 pm Youth 

Panks’ Pizza 

25 

11 am Prayer Mtg 

26 27 

8 am Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast 

28 Congregational 

vote on Budget 

6:30 pm  Ladies Bible 

Study 

 

29 30 

8:15 am ACTS 

Evangel Mailing 

    

June 2009 

Matt at Oilbelt Senior High Camp Sunday Evening—Sat morning, Darin is Evening Speaker will be in and out of office. 

Neoga Days: Youth Culver’s Custard Stand in Pavilion. 

Missions Outreach Opportu-
nities:  

At  
Camp New Hope  
Summer Camps  

 See flyer on bulletin board.  



 

 

     People in Service June 2009 

 

Meet & Greet:  

 

June 7  Ronnie & Sara Groves 

June 14 Fontella Waddell 

June 21 Barry & Ann Conn  

June 28 Terry & Joann Miller 

 

Nursery Helpers: 

 

June 7  Kristen Banks &  

  Molly Rickelman 

June 14 Pam Moore & Reeni Letizia 

June 21 Ann Conn & Joann Miller 

June 28 Linda & Heather Baker 

   

Wee Worship Helpers: 

Joann Burton 

  

Would you like to be a person in service?   

If so contact the church office at 895-3930.    

June 7 
Chad Walk 

Art Walk 

Doug Baker 

Dave Coen 

Don Coen 

Barry Conn 

Tony Hendren 

Paul Lake 

 

June 14 
Matt Frankie 

Zach Letizia 

Doug Miller 

Terry Miller 

Doug Moore 

Larry Moore 

Monte Page 

Randy Rennels 

 

Communion Prep:  

Rita Stewart 

 

Elders  

John Letizia 

Mike Nugent 

 

Sound System: 

June 7  Larry Moore 

June 14 Don Coen 

June 21 Don Coen 

June 28 Brianna Baker 

Video System: 

June 7  Matt Frankie 

June 14 Walt Altman 

June 21 Walt Altman 

June 28 Doug Moore 

 

 

June 21 
Reggie Rennels 

Austin Robinson 

Richard Russell 

Bob Schwindt 

Harry Starwalt 

Art Walk 

Chad Walk 

Doug Baker 

 

June 28 
Dave Coen 

Don Coen 

Barry Conn 

Matt Frankie 

Tony Hendren 

Paul Lake 

Zach Letizia 

Doug Miller 

 

Communion Servers 

May 2009 5/3 5/10 5/17 5/24 5/31 

Worship 227 288 218 197 195 

Sunday School 94 120 93 78 82 

Church Offering $4380.00 $3036.00 $4249.60 $3465.38 $4235.00 

Sunday School Offering $24.00 $17.00 $12.63 

 

$21.25 $45.28 

Building Fund 0 0 0 0 $75 

Designated Fund 0 0 
 

$25(Youth ) $37(Unity) 

$50(Wedding) 

$50(Youth) 

$5(Oilbelt reg) 

$34 (Beth Moore) 

Total $4404.00 $3053.00 $4287.23 $3623.63 $4394.28 

 The Vital Signs of a Healthy Church  



 

 

Sunday School 9:00am 

Worship Service 10:00am 

Darin Hansen, Preacher 

Matt Crossman, Youth Pastor 

Katy Frankie, Worship Director 

P O Box 

190 E. 6th St.                    

Neoga, Illinois 62447       

217-895-3930     

www.fccneoga.org 

Items for the June Evangel should be in the office by noon Tuesday  
June 23.  Feel free to e -mail items to office@fccneoga.org ñ or drop 
items off at the church office.  Thanks!  
 

Do You Know Someone Who Wants to Receive the Evangel? 

If you are aware of someone who would like to receive the Evangel, 

please notify our office and give us the full name and address so we can 

include the person in our next mailing. You can contact us by phone at 

895-3930 or website www.fccneoga.org 

 

Thank you lovely ladies for your help getting  

this Evangel out!!!  

If you would be willing to receive the evangel by email to save mailing expenses, please email office at  

office@fccneoga.org.  If you no longer wish to receive the Evangel, please email or call at 895-3930. 


