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Our Vision:  
We are Christ Followers who 

are seeking to transform our 

community by serving those 

with physical and emotional 

needs while sharing the love 

of Jesus. 

Have you ever stood on a beach and just spent time looking 

out over the ocean?  I have many times and several things always 

go through my mind.  First of all, I am overwhelmed by its size.  It 

is hard to imagine how vast!  The overwhelming feeling of its 

power, mystery and depth is quite an experience.  One might get 

the impression that the ocean would win every battle it had with 

man.  The ocean's sheer essence leads minds to wonder and leaves 

humility a necessity. 

  

Is it possible that the oceans were given to us to remind us of God?  

When we come face to face with God we will be overwhelmed due 

to his power, mystery and depth.  It is quite an experience when 

we are close to Him.  Moses was hidden in a cleft of a rock when 

God passed by. (Ex. 33:21-23) Even in this intimate experience 

Moses was only shown Godôs backside.  We cannot even begin to 

fathom the power, mystery and depth of God! 

  

Why do we allow much more insignificant things to overwhelm 

us?  The ocean is scary but a puddle does not frighten.  There is no 

power in the mundane worries of the world but yet we can seem to 

shake its bondage.  There is no mystery or depth to what one calls 

trouble today yet he is left confused and shallow.  Maybe the more 

time one spends observing the ocean, he might realize how trivial 

puddles can be. 
 

-Darin 



 

 

Your Directorõs  Notes... 

Kids Drive In Movie Day!  
 

It's coming SOON!!!  It is sure to be a great family afternoon! 

Bring a box decorated as your child's car....use your imagination...use google!   

Bring your body and your child's! 

Come to the Church at 2:00pm for a wholesome family movie...a "Car Show" and snacks! 

If you have any questions please feel free to email me at sharla@fccneoga.org, call the office, or call or 

text my cell at 994-2300! 

 

 

Children's Ministry Changes! 
 

In the next few months the children's ministry will be undergoing some changes.  Classes moving, new 

classes being added, new Bible Studies for middle school students, recruiting, revamping and excite-

ment!  If you would like to be a part of the excitement....TALK TO ME!!!!!      

 

Thanks for sharing your kids! 
 

Light Night!   

October 31!!! 
 

Lighting up the Night with the 

love of Jesus!   Let's show our 

love this Halloween by offering 

something new....and fun....and 

wonderful!  Organizational and 

planning meeting on  

Sunday October 4th@4pm!!! 

mailto:sharla@fccneoga.org


 

 

  Pray Continually for All Things     
 

In each weekly bulletin and each monthly newsletter, we list those 

needing prayer.  Remember to include these in your daily prayers.    

 

OUR PRAYER LIST:   Please feel free to add anyone you 

wish to our prayer list located at the Welcome Center in the 

foyer.  

Prayer Requests:   
 

Jane Erwinï recovering at Heartland after fall and 

stay at Sarah Bush.  

Donna Huffmanï knee infection.. coming home this 

week. 

Janet Landrusï chronic headaches. 

Verna Rennelsï mass on colon. 

Cody Dyeï son-n-law of Chuck & Carolyn Bartlet 

hand surgery after cutting 2 tendons. 

Nancy Jarrettôs brotherï possible kidney surgery. 

Mike Nugentï knee complications 

April Eatonï recovering from uterine surgery and 

Thyroid surgery consultation on 10/12. 

Phyllis Scolesï rehab at Heartland 

Doris Kingï Pam Kingôs mom. Lung cancer gone 

now in lymph node. 

Barb Wierï From head to Toe. 

Denise Coenôs sister-n-lawôs husband Max Dough-

tery cancer has returned. 

Dallas Youngï continual health concerns. 
 

Remember our men and women serving in the military, 

including:  

Philip Pennington, Aaron Feldman, Greg Strong, Todd 

Rauch, Clayton Byford,  Marion Tabbert, Trisha Keagle, 

Chris  Morrison,  Josh Herring,  Randy Lane, Ryan Apke, 

Tyler Briggerman, Ryan Miah, Brandon Systo and Alicia 

Rickelman, Zack Gentry. 

 

Our Church Missions: 

Team ExpansionðJonathan and Hannah Wier 

Neoga Food Pantry 

Oblong Childrenôs Home 

Oil Belt Christian Service Camp 

Heartland Christian Village 

Community Clothesline 

Local Benevolence 

The Prayer Pageé 

 

Every shoebox gift represents a 

precious girl or boy in the need 

of a Savior.  Jesus told His dis-

ciples, ñthe harvest is plentiful 

but the workers are fewò (Matt. 

9:37b).  Would you like to be 

one of the few workers and make a eternal differ-

ence in a childôs life? 

 

What happens after a child receives a gift box?  

Sharing the Good News of the Savior is the ulti-

mate goal of the Operation Christmas Child project.  

Many children are introduced to Jesus Christ 

through the Greatest Gift of All booklets that are 

handed out during shoe box distributions.  Then 

through follow-up ministries conducted by local 

churches, children are invited to enroll in the Op-

eration Christmas Child Discipleship Program.  The 

lessons take children on an exciting journey 

through the Bible, and many have made decisions 

to follow Jesus! 

 

How can you help? Simply fill  a shoe box with 

NEW school supplies, toys, hygiene items, and 

candy.  If possible, include a $7 donation to cover 

the cost of shipping.  Return your shoebox to the 

church by Sunday November 22.  Be watching the 

Welcome Center for materials on how to pack a 

shoebox!  Please pray that God will use Operation 

Christmas Child to bring many children and fami-

lies to faith in Jesus Christ! 

Operation Christmas Child -  

It All Starts with You!  

Remember to set back your clocks on Oct 31st.  Come help with Light 

Night and get an extra hour of sleep before Sunday School on the 1st !! 



 

 

The Evangel Bulletin Board 
Neoga Food Pantry 

FCC is given an item each month 

that we are asked to provide for 

the monthly food baskets. 

 

October:  Green Beans 

A New Lifetouch Directory is 

coming! 
Pictures in time for Christmas!  We are 

excited to be able to put together a new 

directory for our family here at First Chris-

tian Church for the sake of updating.  Since 

our last directory, we have added new staff 

and new families are now attending.  Life-

touch is the company we used 2 directories 

ago and they were very professional.  De-

tails are coming prior to our sittings pro-

vided November 23rd-25th.  Along with our 

directory we will receive a new online di-

rectory so you can update your information 

any time as well as be able to attach faces 

and names with new members.  It is a new 

era for First Christian Church, so let us 

strive to get to know the family better this 

year! 

(Proposed) By-Laws for the First Christian Church of 

Neoga, Illinois have been made available for congrega-

tional review.  The Proposed by-laws are available on 

the church website ~ www.fccneoga.org or copies are 

available at the Welcome Center.  Please contact our 

Elders with any suggestions or questions.  An affirma-

tion vote will be taken on October 25, 2009. 

 

Joe Briggerman  895-2685 273-4652 

Ronnie Groves  895-6121 254-3515 

John Letizia  895-2532 836-4233 

Doug McClure    294-3112 

Bob Myers  895-6103 273-2902 

Mike Nugent  895-2415 962-1079 

The Nehrkorns in 

Concert! 
The Nehrkorns will be 

here on October 24th at 

6pm to perform for us.  

The Nehrkorns are a 

Southern Gospel group 

hailing from Marion, IL 

based out of Heartland 

Christian Church.  They 

are coming free of 

charge but we will take 

up a free-will offering 

for their expenses.  If 

you would like to know 

more about the 

Nehrkorns please visit 

their website at 

www.nehrkorns.com 

Kidôs 5th and under Thanksgiving 

Celebration Special on Sunday 

Nov 11. 

Now is the time to start practice.  

Sundays at 9am in worship center. 

New studies for adults just starting. 

Kidõs Drive-In Oct 3 at 2 pm ñMake a car for 

the car show, but if you canõt get a car 

madeé Please come join the fun.  Family 

Movieé concessions...car show. 

Ps 103:: 1  Ɂ/ÙÈÐÚÌɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËȮɯ.Ȯɯ,àɯÚÖÜÓɯÈÕËɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÈÛɯ

ÐÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÔÌȮɯÉÓÌÚÚɯ'ÐÚɯ'ÖÓàɯ-ÈÔÌȭɂ 

Thank you First Christian Church for your 

prayers and cards in behalf of my surgery and 

recovery.  I do appreciate your concerns for me.  

Again I thank you.  

   In Christian Love,  

   Ruth May Coen 

Light Night Planning mtg.. 4 pm Oct 4.  



 

 

I want to start this off by saying hello to my new friends and family at 

FCCNéso, ñHello new friends and family.ò My family and I are so 

excited to be here and to be a part of what God is doing in Neoga. 

When Katie and I sat down and started talking about what we would 

look for in a new ministry, we never thought we would find a place 

that had everything on our list checked off. Turns out we were right. 

Iôm just kidding about that. We were blown away by this congrega-

tion from the very first conversation with the search committee. 

 

 For us, this is a very exciting time and very exciting opportu-

nity. There isnôt enough space in this newsletter to tell you my whole 

story, so I really want to take the time to let you kind of know what 

my vision is for the youth. You will find as you get to know me that I 

love talking with other people. So please, take the time talk with me 

and Katie and get to know us, because we want to get to know you. 

 

 Our house runs on crazy juice. I have three kids ages three 

and under who absolutely keep me and Katie on our toes. They are 

such a blessing to us both as we struggled early on to have any chil-

dren at all. Kanan, our three year old, has taught me so much. I think 

that often times we learn from our own children just as much as they 

learn from us. You will not find a more determined young boy than 

my son. Even at three, he knows what he wants and often times he 

knows exactly how he is going to achieve whatever goal it is he sets 

for himself. 

 

 One hot, but rainy summer afternoon this past July, Kanan 

wanted to go swimming. Katie explained the best that she could that 

he could not go swimming, because there was a thunderstorm and it was not safe to go out and be in the pool with the thunder and 

lightning going on. Kanan would have none of it. Like I said, heôs determined. With all the logic a little three year old could mus-

ter, he looked straight faced into my wifeôs eyes and this is what he said: 

 

 ñI know what we can do Mommy. We will dress up like cowboys. I will get my hat and you will get your hat. Then we 

will both get on our horses. Then we must grab a rope and lasso the clouds and pull them down. Then the sun will come out and I 

can go swimming. Do you think that would be a good idea Mommy?ò 

 

 My son must have heard Jesusô words in Matthew 21 after He wilted the fig tree and said, ñI tell you the truth, if you 

have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, 'Go, throw 

yourself into the sea,' and it will be done.ò My son truly believes that he can do anything. I want all of the youth of Neoga to be-

lieve that, that through Christ nothing will be impossible for them to do. My vision is to have a group of young people who know 

they can impact their world for Jesus and who actually set out to do it. 

 

 Some people doubt the younger generations these days, but like with my own children, I feel like there is so much to 

teach and yet so much we can learn from them. I canôt wait to see how God is going to use the youth of FCCN to impact their 

community and their world with the love Jesus Christ. May God bless our efforts and may we all grow together spiritually as a 

body of believers and as participants of this awesome work of God that He has called us to. 

 

 

óTill the nets are full, 

 

Brian 

Welcome Swope Family  !!!  

Brain Swope was confirmed Sunday as our next Student Minister.  Please welcome Brian, his 

wife Katie and their children  Kanan, Lily and Josiah.  Brianôs first official day will be Oct 1. 


