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Our Vision:  
We are Christ Followers who 

are seeking to transform our 

community by serving those 

with physical and emotional 

needs while sharing the love 

of Jesus. 

Sincerely 

  

 Well this is it.  This is my last article for the Evangel that I will 

write as the First Christian Church youth minister.  Iôve been trying to 

think about what it is I want to say to all of you as I close out my min-

istry here and there are so many things I think I could write a novel.  

Obviously thatôs not what Iôm going to do.  Still so much has happened 

in the last 5 years where do I start? 

 I could talk about how scared I was to start working as a youth 

minister, but that was probably obvious to all of you.  I could talk about 

how much Iôve grown since being here, but from what people have told 

me that was also very obvious.  I could talk about how I was still com-

pletely intimidated to speak in front of a large audience, or that I felt 

like a failure so many times, or how I messed up so many times, or how 

God somehow has done amazing things through all of my bungles, but 

really I donôt think Iôd be telling you anything new.  So what do I talk 

about? 

 I know that at the start of moving to Neoga I was not happy.  I 

was lonely at having left what had become my home for the last 5 years 

and all the people I knew.  I was in my first home that I lived alone in 

and that was difficult also.  I donôt know how many of you have had to 

move to different places where you know almost no one, but let me just 

say that itôs a hard transition, especially when youôre single.  I know 

that there were a few times in the last few years where I really wanted 

to leave, but one way or another God made me stay put.  Iôm glad He 

did.  God knew what this place and what all of you would come to 

mean to me.  God knew that this was the best place for me to grow into 

the kind of Christian Heôs trying to make me be.  I said it in my official 

statement to the congregation, but it is true that this church has loved 

and supported me way more than I deserved.  I could not have made it 

through the last 5 years without the love that you all have shown to me 

and for that I cannot thank you enough. 

 Itôs kind of funny really, but when I think back on all the things 

Iôve learned in the last 5 years so much of it was learned when I wasnôt 

doing youth ministry.  I suppose if I had started off in a larger church 

with a larger staff I wouldnôt have learned all that I have.  Also, if I was 

in a larger church I would not have been able to be as close to the teens 

and families in this church as I have been. 
Continued on page 2 



 

 

Your Directorõs  Notes... 

A GINORMOUS thank you to every single person who helped with Vacation Bible School!  What a super 

time we had!!!   It would not have been nearly wonderful without your participation! 

 

Some Upcoming Dates: 

 

Saturday, October 3rd at 2:00pm....Kids Drive In !    Get a box, glue, paint, whatever...and create a FAN-

TASTIC car to show off for our Car Show!!!  After the "Car Show" where prizes will be awarded, we will sit 

in our cars and enjoy a movie!   Bring your family and friends!!!   More info to come!  Keep watching!!! 

 

Saturday October 31....LIGHT NIGHT!!!!   The lot next to the church will be transformed into a super fun stop during Trick or 

Treating...our goal...to Light Up Neoga with the Love of Christ! 

 

 

I would like to take a little time this month to say thank you to those who are currently teaching our children in Sunday School.  

They are so faithful week in and week out to prepare a lesson and to share Jesus with our kids EVERY SINGLE week! 

 

Judy Starwalt:  Judy serves in our nursery during the Sunday School hour! 

Louella Drum:  Louella teaches our preschoolers and kindergarteners! 

Carol Rickelman:  Carol teaches our preschoolers and kindergarteners! 

Paul and Amber Lake:  Paul and Amber teach our 1st and 2nd grade class! 

Greg and Cathy Oakley:  Greg and Cathy teach our 3rd-5th graders! 

Joni McClure:  Joni leads our opening in the sanctuary! 

 

I cannot thank them enough for their dedication to our kids and their love for Jesus! 

 

If your children arenôt currently attending Sunday School, there is no better time than THIS WEEK to start!   This is a great time 

to start a new habit!   All of our childrenôs classes meet in the Sanctuary at 9a.m. in the sanctuary and then are dismissed with their 

teachers to their appropriate classes upstairs!   So come join us this week!  We canôt wait! 

 

If you would like to help in sharing Jesus with children here at First Christian, please let me know! 

 

~Sharla~ 

Sincerely...continued from page 1. 

 

Most guys coming out of Bible college donôt think ñMan I canôt wait to work in a small town 

church,ò I know I didnôt, but Iôm glad thatôs where God led me.  In fact if I could guarantee that every 

small church was like Neoga I would tell every guy going into youth ministry that they needed to start out 

in a small town church.  I might do that anyway.  You see one thing that I have learned above all is that 

ministry is not the programs we put on, but the love that we show one another.  Thatôs hard sometimes in a 

large church where ministry jobs tend to be organizational only.  Thatôs a shame because my real joy in 

ministry has been getting to know all of you and not any program Iôve created.  I canôt imagine doing min-

istry any other way. 

 I honestly donôt know what else to tell you.  These last 5 years have been amazing and I canôt thank 

all of you enough for letting God work through you in my life.  It is my hope that I did the same for you.  

Iôll end this by quoting the Bible since thatôs usually a good place to looké 

 ñFinally, brothers, good-by.  Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace.  

And the God of love and peace will be with you.  Greet one another with a holy kiss.  All the saints send 

their greetings.  May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.ò 2 Cor. 13:11-14 

 

Sincerely, 
M@   



 

 

  Pray Continually for All Things     
 

In each weekly bulletin and each monthly newsletter, we list those 

needing prayer.  Remember to include these in your daily prayers.    

 

OUR PRAYER LIST:   Please feel free to add anyone you 

wish to our prayer list located at the Welcome Center in the 

foyer.  

Prayer Requests:   
 

Kim Starwaltï Heart surgery (defibulator) on 8/19. 

Donnie Martinï Julie Altmanôs dad at HCV for rehab. 

Becky Kerseyï Fell and trouble with back. 

Loren Gast & Patty Lovellï spiritual issues. 

Roberta Matthewsï tests at Mayo on 8/24. 

John Bobergï Brain cancer surgery. 

Sara Briggermanï Hernia surgery on 8/12. 

Rick Ralstonï Liver fine right now but brain damage, 

still at Barnes Hospital. 

Dennis Drummondï spiritual issues. 

Bob Oetting - Back surgery. 

Sue Newportï Heart by-pass. 

Dallas Youngï continual health concerns. 

Loyd Stiversï anemia and cancer treatments. 
 

 

Remember our men and women serving in the military, 

including:  

Philip Pennington, Aaron Feldman, Greg Strong, Todd 

Rauch, Clayton Byford,  Marion Tabbert, Trisha Keagle, 

Chris  Morrison,  Josh Herring,  Randy Lane, Ryan Apke, 

Tyler Briggerman, Ryan Miah, Brandon Systo and Alicia 

Rickelman. 

 

Our Church Missions: 

Team ExpansionðJonathan and Hannah Wier 

Neoga Food Pantry 

Oblong Childrenôs Home 

Oil Belt Christian Service Camp 

Heartland Christian Village 

Community Clothesline 

Local Benevolence 

 

The Prayer Pageé 

Why do we need prayer? 

 

Romans 12:2  Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation;  

continuing instant in prayer. 

 

Ephesians 6:18  Praying always with all prayer and sup-

plication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto all perse-

verance and supplication for all saints. 

 

The sword of the Spirit is the word of God, this reminds 

us that the battle is spiritual and must be fought in Godôs 

strength depending on the word and on God through 

prayer. 

 

It is my belief it is in human nature (not in our spiritual 

nature) that we think we can fix and control most any-

thing if not everything in our lives...we can do it all.  But 

do we do it correctly? Is it what God wants for us for our 

lives?  It is His will for us...or is it what we think is best 

for us?  It is my belief that at least in my case it seems 

like a lot of times it is what I want for me.   We all know 

hat we live and die by the decisions we make in our lives.  

It is my prayer for each of us that we keep God first in 

our decision making process.  First we have to believe by 

faith that Christ died on the cross for our sins and the 

third day He arose and ascended to heaven and now sits 

at the right hand of God making intercession for you and 

I  Salvation is the first step. 

 

Prayer is absolutely essential after this acceptance has 

taken place.  It is our duty as Christians to communicate 

daily with Christ.  We all know that to make a relation-

ship work positively and for it to grow we must commu-

nicate daily.  Prayer is our compass in our daily walk 

with Christ, it should direct our walk also.  I believe that 

we sometimes think prayer is so hardéit is hard because 

we allow it to be.  We are no allowing it to direct our 

lives.  It is not about what we want in may cases.  It is 

about what Christ wants for us..  This life we live today is 

not an easy one.  Though if we hold steadfast to the work 

in prayer, there is nothing we cannot do or overcome 

through Christ.  We all know that if we are doing our job 

Christ is right there, never allowing more than we can 

handle with Him.  Pray daily...be earnest with that.  In 

good times and bad times prayer will hold us together.  

We need to remember that when it seems we have noth-

ing and everything has went wrong or is going 

wrong...we need to open our Bibles.  We need to pray... 

not whqt we want for our lives but what Godôs will is for 

our lives. 

Jeff Brandenburg 



 

 

The Evangel Bulletin Board 
Neoga Food Pantry 

FCC is given an item each month 

that we are asked to provide for 

the monthly food baskets. 

 

September:  Soup 

October:  Green Beans 

The month of September will be designated ñBakelessò  bake 

sale for Heartland Christian Village, all the money donated will 

go toward the ñAmazing Graceò  new van project.  Donations 

can be given the to the key ladies Mary Ann Wilson or Sheri 

Coen.  Thanks for all your donations. 

 

September 10 

Senior Adult Day at Oilbelt 

Ron Payne from Ingraham CC is Dean for 

the day.  Bill Hauser is be featured speaker 

and Anita Newlin will lead worship.  More 

info on bulletin board. 

September 11th 

4 pmŨ7 pm 

 

  *Car show *Caramel Apples 

 *Snow cones *Face Art  *Popcorn 

 *Horse rides *Hayrides *Food   

Music:  4-6 pm  ŬThe Brad Borwn Bandŭ 

6 to 8 pm ŬRickŪs Bandŭ 

In appreciation of community support, all activities 

are free of charge.  Come celebrate with us. 

 

 

A boys XL grey zip front sweatshirt was found at the ball 

field after the Worship at the Park.  It is in the office if 

anyone wants to claim it or know who it belongs to. 

Unity Project Update... 

ItŪs Finished !!!  


